
Experimental Aircraft Association  
 

Chapter 66 Ft. Myers, Fl. Page Field  

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!  Please accept our good wishes for the coming 
year. As we look forward to 2010, let us reflect for a moment on 2009, which can best be 
summed up by a recap of our Christmas party. Forty five people attended and had a 
good time. Kudos to our chefs of the evening, Paul Preston and Eddie Hayward  who 
did a great job cooking the steaks and to Patty Berg our decorator and coordinator. 
  
The party was held in our chapter building, just as we have in the past. The new tile 
floor’s runway design makes for a great theme, as we “Take Off” into the New Year. 
Comments about the floor’s design have all been positive, with most of the credit going 
to Paul Yocum , for his idea for the design. As I mentioned before, money we earned 
from Aviation Day, our premier fund gathering event, paid for the new floor.  
  

Chapter Service Awards for 2009 were presented at the Christmas party to the follow-
ing: Paul Yocum - Membership Coordinator , Tom Irlbeck - Flight Advisor and Don 
Black, Tech Counselor . These awards are from EAA headquarters and signed by EAA 
President Tom Poberezny. Our four Young Eagle pilots were also recognized with forty 
dollar gift certificates to Outback Steakhouse Restaurants. Certificates were given to 
Tom Fausel ,  Peter Gunthorpe , Tom Irlbec k and Paul Yocum . Our Young Eagle    
pilots do a stellar job introducing young folks to aviation. They donate their time, their 
aircraft and their fuel to the program. These gifts are a small token of our appreciation. 
  
But the presentations were not over. We have initiated a new award at EAA chapter 66. 
The Mel Mathews Service Award  is in memory of the work Mel did as a member of our 
chapter. Legend has it Mel would cook a steak dinner every month, for years on end. 
This type of dedication  is unbelievable. None the less, we have selected an individual 
who best represents this commitment. The first Mel Mathews Service Award was       
presented to Ray Romeu , for his long time service, dedication and participation. This is 
our way of saying Thank You to Ray, for all he has done for EAA chapter 66. 
  
With the end of the party, we closed out 2009. As we look forward to 2010, we see a Fly
-out to Sundance in early February, a Field Day on January 16th and numerous trips to 
Sebring and Lakeland. WarBird Squadron 24 is planning a WarBird Weekend on  
January 23/24 at Charlotte County A/P . They are looking for individuals to help park 
aircraft on these dates. If interested, please contact Bob Haas at 239-694-2875 or Steve 
Ruppert at 201-563-7583. 
  
As you can see, many of these events repeat themselves year after year. If anyone has 
any thoughts on a  fresh event, please let us know. We would like to hear your ideas.     

If anyone is a collector of EAA memorabilia, we have some old EAA coffee cups. Please 
see me if you would like to have them.  
 

Take care for now and have a Happy New Year! 
  
Len DeNardo – President 
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EAA66 Annual Dues 
$25.00 

Due January 1, 2010  

Remit To:                           
Mary Anne Varda / EAA66  

2156 Dominica Avenue      
Fort Myers, FL 33905  

NAME TAGS 

P I C Briefing http://www.eaa66.org/ 

 

Next Breakfast Jan 3rd  
    

Next Board Meeting Jan 5th  
 

General Meeting Jan 12th  

 

Operation 
“LAMB”  

Leave A Magazine Behind 

When Was The Last Time You Checked Our Website?      

 

PGD Breakfast 2nd Saturday 
8:30 am - 11:00 am  

 

APF Breakfast 2nd Sunday  
8am -11:00am 

 
AVO Buffet Breakfast 
2nd Sunday Oct - May 

8:30 - 11:00 

EAA66 Annual Dues for 2010 are due and payable January 1, 2010. Please remit your 
check for $25.00 to:  
 Mary Anne Varda / EAA66 Treasurer - 2156 Dominica Ave - Fort Myers, FL  33905 



 
 

Chapter 66 General Meeting           
Second Tuesday  - Each Month     

7:30  PM 
 

Chapter 66 Board Meeting        
First  Tuesday - Each Month  

 7:15 PM 
 

Chapter 66 Pancake Breakfast         
First  Sunday - Each Month  

 
Airplane Builders    

Every Thursday  
 7:00 PM 

 
Chapter President  

Len DeNardo  
847-372-5501 

lfeedenardo@gmail.com  
 

Treasurer 
Mary Anne Varda                       

239-694-2995                         
lucienvarda@yahoo.com  

 
    

News Letter Editor 
Bill Princell  

239-463-2254 
weprincell@gmail.com  

 

Tech  Counselor  
Don Black  

239-690-0366 
italmotion1@comcast.net  

 

Vice President  
Paul Thomas  

pthomas@eagle.fgcu.edu  

 
Secretary  

David Harning  
dharning@yahoo.com  

 
Young Eagle Chairman 

Paul Thomas  
pthomas@eagle.fgcu.edu  

 
Commissary 

Doug Jenkins  
djenk93527@aol.com  

 
Airplane Building Mgr.  

Ray Romeu                         
rayromeu@yahoo.com  

 
           Flight Advisor 

Tom Irlbeck     
bearintheair@gmail.com                       

 

 
Board Members                     

Butch Varda  
              Denny Labbe  

 
 
                              

Links 

Check Out This FAA Web Site   
 

Advisory Circular #20 -27G   dated 9 -30-2009 
Certification and Operation of Amateur Built Aircraft  

 

www.faa.gov/documentLibrary/media/
Advisory_Circular/AC 20 -27G.pdf  

2010 Event Dates  

 
  U.S. Sport Aviation Expo 2010                             

Sebring Regional Airport, FL                                                                                  
January 21 -24, 2010                                                

www.sport -aviation -expo.com/  

Florida Warbirds Squadron 24                  
WARBIRD WEEKEND                                                              

Charlotte County Airport (PGD)  in Punta Gorda, FL                                                                     
January 23 - 24, 2010                                

www.floridawarbirds.org/events.php  

Flight Plan 

Prop Wash 

EAA is About Participation:   Be a Member! Be a Volunteer!   

 

 

General Meeting  
 

January 12th - 7:30pm  

 Gate Code         
#3055 

http://www.chickenwingscomics.com/



EAA66 Christmas Party 2009  

 

To Continue Homebuilt Corner In Future Editions of The eNewsletter Requires Your Input!  
 

Send email To weprincell@gmail.com  To Have Your Plane or Project Featured  

          

 

 

 

 

   

 

                 

- More Aviation Links Below - 

  

Mark Jones’ KR -2S 
 

www.flykr2s.com/index.html  
 

  

Welcome to Florida Warbirds  

 
www.floridawarbirds.org/index.php  

  

Presentation of Outback Steak House gift 
certificates to Young Eagle Pilots.         
(left to right) Paul Yocum , Tom Irlbeck , 
Peter Gunthorpe and Tom Fausel  

Presentation of Chapter Service Awards to 
(left to right) Don Black - Tech Counselor 
Tom Irlbeck - Flight Advisor and Paul 
Yocum - Membership Coordinator.  

Ray Romeu was presented the "Mel 
Mathews Service Award" for his long 
time service to EAA Chapter 66. Ray is 
the first recipient of this annual award.  


